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Metric and net weight issues will 


: : Ks > UNITED STATES OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
be highlighted at the National “> NON 


Bureau of Standards’ (NBS) Na- fe aX Esther Peterson, Director 
tional Conference on Weights and : 

Measures in Portland, OR from July 

22 to 27. For more information 

write or call Harold Wollin at NBS, 

Office of Weights and Measures, 
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Consumer News ceases publication 


Following an extensive review of the consumer information materials currently published by the US Office of 


Consumer Affairs (OCA), Director Esther Peterson has announced the termination of CONSUMER NEWS with this 
issue. 


“While the need for consumer information has perhaps never been greater, we have found that CONSUMER 
NEWS is not the most effective means of reaching the public,” Mrs. Peterson said. “In addition, budgetary re- 
straints and increased printing and postage costs would have forced us to substantially increase the subscription fee 


in the near future. We sincerely appreciate the past support of CONSUMER NEws subscribers and hope they will be 
even better served by our new efforts.” 


CONSUMER NEWS subscribers who are due an adjustment on their original paid subscription will soon be con- 
tacted by the Government Printing Office (GPO), which will refund the-balance of the subscription if the amount 
exceeds one dollar. This is in keeping with GPO policy, and there is no need to request this refund. 


OCA plans to publish the following new publications this year: (1) Conswmer’s Resource Handbook, expected 
this fall, includes a complaint handling section, a guide to Federal Government consumer services, and a directory 
of state and local consumer-related offices; (2) Inflation Action, A Self-Help Guide for Consumer and Citizen 
Groups, slated for late fall, features case studies of groups throughout the country conducting successful anti- 
inflation projects providing traditional marketplace alternatives in food, energy, transportation, housing and health 
care; and (3) National Consumer Buying Alert, available now, includes price and supply information and consumer 


tips for coping with food, energy, housing and health care inflation. The Alert is available free by writing each 
month to: Esther Peterson, Consumer Information Center, Pueblo, CO 81009. In addition, plans are underway for a 
series of consumer columns and public service announcements for local media. 


OCA will also communicate regularly with consumer and citizen groups on emerging consumer issues and 
opportunities to participate in proceedings. 


If you wish to be on our mailing list to receive special mailings and publications targeted to your area of 
interest, please check the appropriate blanks below. Your cooperation will aid us in keeping you informed. 


Affiliation 


a consumer organization ____ citizen group 
government agency _____ government consumer office 
library business _.__ consumer educator 
individual consumer 
Primary interest 
_____ feed —_._-epergy —.___housing —__..2ee core. eee 
insuranc ______telecommunications _____ transportation 


utilities _______ general consumer information 


public participation _____consumer education 


Clip and return this form to: 


Consumer Information Division 
US Office of Consumer Affairs 
Washington, DC 20201 





Consumer News index: Vol. 9, part 1: Jan. 1, 
1979-June 15, 1979 


Below is an index to CONSUMER NEWS and its supplement CONSUMER REGIS- 
TER for the final issues that were published Jan. 1, 1979 through June 15, 1979. 


Date and page of the newsletter are given after each subject. “Life insurance 
abuses Apr. 1:3” means an item about life insurance abuses appears on page 3 of 
the April 1, 1979 issue of CONSUMER NEWS. Subjects that appeared in CONSUMER 
REGISTER are designated by “CR” before date and number. “CR Jun 15:1” means 


page one of the June 15 issue of CONSUMER REGISTER. 


Recalls, warnings and publications are listed only once—under main entries 


99 66 


for “recalls, 


A, B, C 


Advisory committees CR Jan 1:1 
Age discrimination CR Jan 1:2 Jan 
15:4 
Agriculture Dept 
Bacon-new curing method CR Mar 
1: 
Beef Board CR May 15:2 
Beef prices worldwide Feb 1:3 
Junk food in schools Feb 1:3 
Net weight labeling Feb 15:4 
Nitrite May 1:3 
Substitute shopping by the Federal 
Government May 1:1 
Also see publications 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
Bureau of 
Alcoholic beverage ads CR Feb 1:2 
Alcoholic beverage labeling CR 
Feb 15:1 CR Apr 1:2 Jun 15:2 
Alcohol warning labels Mar 1:2 CR 
Mar 1:2 
Home brewing CR Mar 1:1 
Alcoholic beverage ads CR Feb 1:2 
Alcoholic beverage labeling CR Feb 
15:1 CR Apr 1:2 
Alcohol warning labels Mar 1:2 CR 
Mar 1:2 
American Conservative Union Feb 
1:1 
American Federation of 
Labor-Congress of Industriai 
Organizations Apr 15:. 
American Home Economics 
Association conference Feb 1:1 
American Medical Association Jan 
15:1 
American National Metric Council 
Feb 1:2 Feb 15:3 Apr 15:3 
American Trucking Associations 
Feb 1:2 
Amtrak Apr 15:2 
Antitrust Mar 1:2 Mar 15:4 Jun 15:4 
Appropriate Community Technology 
Fair and Conference May 15:4 
Asbestos in schools CR Apr 15:1 
Audio-visual bibliography May 15:1 
Aviation Consumer Action Project 
CR Jan 1:1 
Bacon-new curing method CR Mar 
1: 
Beef Board CR May 15:2 
Better Business Bureaus, Inc 
Consumers’ stake in 
transportation May 15:1 
Energy tax credits Mar 15:3 
Blazing sofas Feb 1:4 
Bread—fiber CR May 1:1 
Bumper standards CR Mar 15:2 
Canes for blind air travelers CR Jun 
1:2 
Center for Public Representation 
Apr 1:1 
Chamber of Commerce of the USA 
Jun 1:3 
Charter flights CR Apr 1:1 
Citizen participation in utility cases 
Apr. 1:2 
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warnings” and “publications.” 


Civil Aeronautics Board 
Charter flights CR Apr 1:1 
Consumer participation 
compensation CR Jan 1:1 
Fly but don’t kite CR May 1:1 
No-smoking area expansion CR 
Feb 15:1 
Plane smoking CR Jun 15:1 
COIN (Consumers Opposed to 
Inflation in the Necessities) Jan 
1:1 
Commerce Dept Jun 1:3 
Also see National Marine 
Fisheries Service, US Fire 
Administration, conferences 
Commission for the Advancement 
of Public Interest 
Organizations Jun 1:3 
Also see publications 
Community Nutrition Institute Apr 
1:1 May 1:3 
Also see publications 
Conferences 
American Home Economics 
Association Feb 1:1 
Appropriate Community 
Technology Fair and 
Conference May 15:4 
Consumer Dispute Resolution Jun 
1:3 
Consumer Education Fair Mar 15:1 
Consumer Forums on Product 
Liability Laws Feb 15:1 
Low and Moderate Income Housing 
May 1:1 
Low-income Consumer: New 
Solutions to Old Problems Mar 
15:1 May 15:1 
Metricaction ’79 Feb 15:3 
Penney’s Ninth Annual Consumer 
Affairs Forum Mar 15:1 
Transportation Dept Feb 15:2 
Trucking Regulation and Consumer 
Prices Apr 15:1 
Weights and measures Jun 15:1 
Consumer Federation of America 
Jan 1:1 Jan 15:2 Feb 1:1 Feb 15:1, 
4 May 1:3 
Consumer benefits from trucking 
reform Jun 1:1 
Consumer Education Resource 
Network Jun 1:4 
Consumer journalism awards Apr 
15:1 
Consumer leaders present priorities 
Feb 15:1 
CONSUMER NEws Jun 15:1 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission 
See product safety 
Consumer Survival Kit Mar 1:3 
Consumer views on saccharin report 
May 1:3 
Consumers’ education grants CR Jun 
1:1 
Consumers’ stake in transportation 
May 15:1 
Consumers Union Jan 15:2 May 1:4 
Council on Wage and Price 


Stability Apr 15:1 Jun 1:2 
Credit amendment CR May 15:1 
Credit scoring CR Jun 1:1 


D, E 


Decorated drinking glasses CR Feb 
1:1 
Defense Dept 
Substitute shopping by the 
Federal Government May 1:1 
Deregulation Feb 1:1 
Dispute Resolution Act Jun 1:2 
Duty-free purchases Jan 1:4 
Economic Regulatory 
Administration 
Gas rationing CR Apr 1:2 
Octane posting CR Mar 15:2 
Toll-free hotline Jan 15:2 
Electronic interference CR Mar 1:1 
Emission control warranties CR May 
15:1 
Energy Dept 
Energy Dept funding Apr 15:1 
Energy conservation hearings Apr 
15:4 
Energy conservation service CR 
Apr 15:2 
Gasoline prices May 1:4 
Grant money available Apr 1:2 
Also see Economic Regulatory 
Administration and Public 
Utility Regulatory Policies 
Act 
Energy conservation hearings Apr 
15:4 
Energy conservation service CR Apr 
15:2 
Energy tax credits Mar 15:3 
Environmental Defense Fund 
Methapyrilene May 15:2 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Asbestos in schools CR Apr 15:1 
Decorated drinking glasses CR Feb 
1:1 
Emission control warranties CR 
May 15:1 
Fuel economy figures CR Jan 1:1 
Also see publications 
Estrogen labeling CR May 15:2 


F 


Federal Aviation Administration 
Canes for blind air travelers CR 
Jun 1:2 
Noisy planes CR May 15:1 
Federal Communications 
Commission 
Electronic interference CR Mar 1:1 


International Year of the Child Jan 
1:1 
Marine radios CR Jun 15:1 
Telephone workshop Jan 15:2 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp 
More interest in small savers CR 
May 1:2 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 
Citizen participation in utility 
cases Apr 1:2 
FERC-Consumers win one and 
appeal another Mar 1:1 
PSNH for sale Mar 15:4 
Utility rate case Feb 15:2 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board 
Interest on checking accounts 
illegal May 15:2 
Mortgage alternatives Jan 15:3 CR 
Jan 15:1 
Small savers CR Mey 1:2 Jun 1:1 
Federal Housing Administration 
Mortgage alternatives Jan 15:3 
Federal Register briefings CR May 
1:1 
Federal Reserve System (Board of 
Governors) 
Credit amendment CR May 15:1 
Credit protection laws Feb 15:4 
Credit scoring CR Jun 1:1 
Electronic Fund Transfer Systems 
May 15:3 CR Jun 15:2 
Interest on checking accounts 
illegal May 15:2 
Small savers CR May 1:2 Jun 1:1 
Also see publications 
Federal Trade Commission 
Bread—fiber CR May 1:1 
Franchising CR Jan 15:2 
Fuel economy advertising CR Jan 
1:1 
General Motors engines CR Feb 
15:2 
Generic drugs Feb 1:2 
Health spas CR Jun 1:1 CR Jun 
15:2 
Heat pumps Mar 15:2 
International Year of the Child Jan 
1:1 
Invention promoter (Raymond Lee 
Organization) Mar 15:3 
‘Kidvid’ revisited Mar 15:1 
Life insurance abuses Apr 1:3 
Octane ratings CR Jan 15:1 
Plant ads Feb 15:3 
Pranx and Huk-A-Poo consent 
orders CR Mar 15:1 
Therapeutically equivalent drugs 
CR Feb 1:1 
Used car sales CR Feb 1:2 
Vocational schools CR Feb 1:1 
FERC-consumers win one and appeal 
another Mar 1:1 
Fire safety for plastic plumbing 
fixtures CR Jan 15:1 
Fishy names Feb 1:4 
Fly but don’t. kite CR May 1:1 
Food and Drug Administration 
Advisory committees CR Jan 1:1 
Alcoholic beverage labeling CR 
Feb 15:1 
Decorated drinking glasses CR Feb 
1:1 
Estrogen labeling CR May 15:2 
Methapyrilene May 15:2 
Milk, cream and cheese substitutes 
CR Jan 1:2 
Nader lacks “standing” Apr 15:4 
Nitrite May 1:3 
Pop Rocks and Cosmic Candy Feb 
1:2 
Public participation May 1:2 CR 
May 1:2 
Vitamins and minerals CR Apr 15:1 
Also see publications, recalls and 
warnings 
Franchising CR Jan 15:2 
Freedom of information at Interstate 
Commerce Commission CR Jan 
15:2 


G,H, |, J 


Gasoline prices May 1:4 
Gasoline rationing CR Apr 1:2 
General Accounting Office 

Net weight labeling Feb 15:4 
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General Motors engines CR Feb 15:2 
Generic drugs Feb 1:2 
Grant money available Apr 1:2 
Government Printing Office May 
1:1 
Hauling coal too expensive Mar 1:3 
Health, Education and Welfare 
Dept 
Age discrimination CR Jan 1:2 
Consumers’ education grants CR 
Jun 1:1 
Generic drugs Feb 1:2 
Resource center for corsumer 
educators Jun 1:4 
Social security records CR Jan 1:2 
Also see Food and Drug 
Administration, National 
Cancer Institute, Office of 
Consumers’ Education, 
Social Security 
Administration and 
publications 
Health Research Group Apr 15:4 
Health spas CR Jun 1:1 CR Jun 15:2 
Hearing aid “helpline” May 1:4 
Heat pumps Mar 15:2 
Help for college-bound Jun 15:4 
Home brewing CR Mar 1:1 
Hospital cost containment Mar 1:3 
Mar 15:2 
Household movers CR Jun 15:1,2 
Housing and Urban Development 
Dept 
Fire safety for plastic plumbing 
fixtures CR Jan 15:1 
Grant money available Apr 1:2 
Low and Moderate Income 
Housing Conference May 1:1 
VA and FHA interest rates CR 
Jun 1:1 
Independent Truckers Association 
Feb 1:1 
Index Jun 15:2 
Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety CR Jun 1:1 
Interest on checking accounts illegal 
May 15:2 
Internal Revenue Service 
Tax forms CR Apr 1:2 
Tax information Feb 1:1 
Also see publications 
International Year of the Child 
Jan 1:1 
Institute for Public Interest 
Representation CR Jan 1:1 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Deregulation Feb 1:1 
Freedom of Information CR Jan 
15:2 
Household movers CR Jun 15:1,2 
Invention promoter Mar 15:3 
Junk food in schools Feb 1:3 
Justice Dept 
Antitrust and you Mar 1:2 Mar 15:4 
Dispute Resolution Act Jun 1:2 


Justice and Consumers Union May 
1:4 


K, L, M, N 


‘Kidvid’ revisited Mar 15:1 

Life insurance abuses Apr 1:3 

Local Measured Service Apr 1:1 

Louis Harris and Associates May 
15:3 

Marine radios CR Jun 15:1 

Medical records Jan 15:1 

Methapyrilene May 15:2 

Metrication Apr 15:3 Jun 1:3 

Milk, cream and cheese substitutes 
CR Jan 1:2 

Metric Board and Sunshine Act CR 
Feb 15:1 

Mortgage alternatives Jan 15:3 

Motorcycle helmets CR Apr 15:1 

Multi-piece tire rims CR Jun 1:1 

National Academy of Sciences 
Consumer views on saccharin 

report May 1:3 

Saccharin report Mar 15:4 

National Association of Consumer 
Agency Administrators Jun 1:3 

National Association of 
Manufacturers Feb 1:1 

National Association of State 
Utility Advocates Jun 1:2 

National Cancer Institute May 15:2 


June 15, 1979 


National Consumers League Apr 1:4 
National Credit Union 
Administration 
Interest on checking accounts 
illegal May 15:2 
National Federation of the Blind 
CR Jun 1:2 
National Hearing Aid Society May 
1:4 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 
Bumper standards CR Mar 15:2 
Consumers’ stake in transportation 
May 15:1 
Motorcycle helmets CR Apr 15:1 
Recall summary Jan 15:3 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Whale harassment CR Feb 15:2 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 
Fishy names Feb 1:4 
National Fire Protection 
Association CR Jan 15:1 
Net weight labeling Feb 15:4 
Nitrite May 1:3 
Noisy planes CR May 15:1 
No-smoking area expansion CR Feb 
15:1 


O, P 


Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration 
Multi-piece tire rims CR Jun 1:1 
Octane posting CR Mar 15:2 
Octane ratings CR Jan 15:1 
Office of Consumer Affairs (US) 
Amtrak testimony Apr 15:1 
Coal hauling rate testimony Mar 
1:3 
Consumer leaders present 
priorities Feb 15:1 
Consumers’ stake in transportation 
May 15:1 
Consumer utility advocates Jun 1:2 
Elect:onic Fund Transfer Systems 
comments May 15:3 
FERC Mar 1:1 
International Year of the Child Jan 
1:1 
Low-Income Consumer Conference 
Mar 15:1 
Metrication testimony Jun 1:3 
National Consumer Buying Alert 
Apr 15:1 May 15:3 
PSNH for sale Mar 15:4 
TARP study Jun 1:4 
Telephone workshop Jan 15:2 
Also see publications 
Office of the Federal Register CR 
Jan 1:1 May 1:3 CR May 1:1 
Also see publications 
Peterson, Esther Jan 1:1 Feb 1:1 Feb 
15:1,2 Mar 1:1 Apr 1:2,4 Apr 
15:1,2 May 1:1 May 15:1,4 Jun 1:1 
Jun 15:1 
Plane smoking CR Jun 15:1 
Plant ads Feb 15:3 
Pop Rocks and Cosmic Candy Feb 1:2 
Pranx and Huk-A-Poo consent orders 
CR Mar 15:1 
Price monitoring Apr 15:1 
Privacy May 15:3 
Privacy Protection Study 
Commission Jan 15:1 
Pro-consumer antitrust legislation 
Jun 1:3 
Product safety 
Aluminum kites CR Feb 15:2 
Blazing sofas Feb 1:4 
Cellulose insulation CR Jan 15:1 
CR Feb 15:1 CR Apr 1:1 
Decorated drinking glasses CR Feb 
1:1 
Hair dryers Apr 15:3 May 1:1 Jun 
1:2 
Hotline numbers Feb 1:2 
Hot water Apr 15:2 
Power lawn mowers CR Mar 1:2 
Space heaters CR May 1:1 
Toy missiles Feb 15:1 
Also see publications and recalls 
Publications 
Codification of Presidential 
Proclamations and Executive 
Orders May 1:3 
Considerations Relative to the Use 
of Canes by Blind Travelers in 


Air Carrier Aircraft Cabins 
CR Jun 1:2 
Consumer’s Guide to Postal 
Services and Products Mar 1:4 
Consumer Handbook to Credit 
Protection Laws Feb 15:4 
Consumer Shopping Guide for 
Homeowners and Renters 
Insurance Apr 1:1 
A Consumer's Shopping List of 
Inflation Fighting Ideas Jan 
1:1 
Fair Credit Billing Feb 15:4 
Fuel Economy Guide CR Jan 1:1 
Getting Yours: A Consumer's 
Guide to Obtaining Your 
Medical Records Jan 15:1 
Guide to Federal Estate and Gift 
Taxation Feb 1:1 
How To File a Consumer Credit 
Complaint Feb 15:4 
How To Shop for Health Insurance 
Feb 1:4 
How To Use Your VHF Marine 
Radio CR Jun 15:1 
If You Borrow To Buy Stock Feb 
15:4 
If You Use a Credit Card Feb 15:4 
International Air Fare Levels: An 
Evaluation After Three 
Decades of IATA Rate-making 
Mar 1:4 
Investing in Oil, Gas and Coal Jan 
1:4 
Life Insurance Sold to the Poor: 
Industrial and other Debit 
Insurance Apr 1:4 
Microwave Oven Radiation Jan 
15:4 
National Consumer Buying Alert 
Apr 15:1 May 15:3 
1979 Gas Mileage Guide May 15:4 
Nitrite: Why the Debate? Apr 1:1 
Noise: A Health Problem Feb 1:4 
Partial Listing of Federal Funding 
Resources Feb 15:1 
Periodicals of Public Interest 
Organizations—A Citizen’s 
Guide Jun 1:3 
Privacy study May 15:3 
SI Metric Training Guide Feb 1:2 
Spanish publications Mar 1:2 
Survey of Automotive Repair 
Services May 15:1 
Taz Credit for the Elderly Feb 1:1 
Tax Information for Divorced or 
Separated Individuals Feb 1:1 
Tax Information for Homeowners 
Feb 1:1 
Tips for Consumers Insulating 
Their Homes Mar 1:4 
The Thing the Professor Forgot Jan 
15:4 
Tranquilizers, Use, Abuse and 
Dependency Apr 15:4 
What Truth In Lending Means to 
You Feb 15:4 
Public Citizen Jan 15:1 Feb 1:1 Apr 
15:4 
Public participation—FDA May 1:2 
CR May 1:2 
Public Service Company of New 
Hampshire 
Citizen participation in utility 
cases Apr 1:2 
PSNH for sale Mar 15:4 
Public Utility Regulatory Policies 
Act Apr 15:1 


Recalls 
Air conditioners May 1:2 
BB guns Apr 15:2 
Contraceptives Mar 15:1 
Chrysler cars Jan 15:3 
Face moisturizer May 1:2 
Fiat (defect determination) Feb 1:3 
Firestone tires Jan 15:3 Apr 1:2 
Fly control devices Feb 15:3 
Ford cars Jan 15:3 Feb 1:4 
Fuel cylinders Jan 15:3 
Gas filters Feb 1:3 
General Motors cars Jan 15:3 Feb 

1:4 

Nasal spray May 15:2 
Salami Apr 15:2 


Spinach Feb 15:3 
Subarus Feb 1:3 
Tanning ‘otion Feb 15:3 
Volvo cars Apr 15:2 
“Refused mail” CR Mar 15:1 
Regulations (how they are made) CR 
Jan 1:1 
Resource center for consumer 
educators Jun 1:4 
Richardson, Lee Apr 1:1 
Rusty ears Apr 1:4 


Ss 


Saccharin Mar 15:4 May 1:3 
Sentry Insurance May 15:3 
Small savers CR May 1:3 Jun 1:1 
Social Security Administration 
Social security numbers CR Mar 
15:1 
Social security records CR Jan 
1:2 
“Standing” 
Consumers Union May 1:4 
Nader, Ralph Apr 15:4 
State of credit Mar 1:4 
Substitute shopping 
Federal Government May 1:1 
Fighting inflation Mar 1:1 
Supreme Court 
Pro-consumer antitrust 
legislation Jun 1:3 Jun 15:4 
State of credit Mar 1:4 


T, U 


Tax forms CR Apr 1:2 
Tax information Feb 1:1 
Technical Assistance Research 
Programs, Inc (TARP) Jun 1:4 
Telephone workshop Jan 15:2 
Transportation Consumer Action 
Project Apr 15:1 Jun 1:1 
Also see conferences 
Transportation Dept 
Amtrak Apr 15:2 
Consumer conference scheduled 
Feb 15:2 
Consumers’ stake in transportation 
May 15:1 
Rusty cars Apr 1:4 
Also see Federal Aviation 
Administration, National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, recalls, 
warnings and publications 
Treasury Dept 
See Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms, Bureau of, and 
US Customs Service 
Underwriters Laboratories May 1:1 
United Church of Christ Jan 15:2 
US Customs Service Jan 1:4 
US Fire Administration Feb 1:4 
US Metric Board 
Gas pumps Apr 15:3 
US Office of Consumer Affairs 
testifies Jun 1:3 
Sunshine Act CR Feb 15:1 
US Postal Service 
Piant ads Feb 15:3 
“Refused mail” CR Mar 15:1 
Also see publications 
Used car sales CR Feb 1:2 
Utility rate case Feb 15:2 


V,W 


Veterans Administration 
Substitute shopping by the 
Federal Government May 1:1 
VA and FHA interest rates CR 
Jun 1:1 
Vitamins and minerals CR Apr 15:1 
Vocational schools CR Feb 1:1 
Warnings 
Synthetic hair transplants May 
1:3 
T-type spare tire and rim 
combinations May 1:3 
Whale harassment CR Feb 15:2 
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Help for the 
college-bound 


All college students, regardless 
of family income, can now get finan- 
cial help from the US Office of Edu- 
cation through the Guaranteed Stu- 
dent Loan (GSL) Program. 


The family income ceiling (formerly 
$25,000) for determining eligibility 
for Federal GSLs has been removed, 
thanks to enactment of the Middle 
Income Student Assistance Act 
(Public Law 95-566). Therefore, re- 
gardless of family adjusted income, 
any student is now eligible for a 
GSL. In addition, students are no 
longer required to answer questions 
about family income or provide other 
private information on the applica- 
tion. 


To be eligible for a GSL, a stu- 
dent must be enrolled in school at 
least half time. Repayment on the 
loan must begin nine to 12 months 
after leaving school, and the student 
may usually take from five to 10 
years to complete repayment. 


For more information about a 
GSL as well as other financial aid 
programs, contact the financial aid 
office at your school, or write: 
Health, Education and Welfare 
Dept., Office of Education, Bureau of 
Student Financial Assistance, 
Washington, DC 20202. Ask for a 
copy of Student Consumer’s 
Guide-Six Federal Financial Aid 
Programs, 1979-80. The Guide ex- 
plains all the programs in detail in- 
cluding rights and responsibilities of 
students, application deadlines, and 
other sources of information. 


Consumers win in antitrust decision 


A recent Supreme Court decision has reaffirmed the traditional right of 
consumers to file suits to recover damages for alleged violations of antitrust 
laws even though the purchased goods are solely for their personal use. The 
case was reported under the name Reiter v. Sonotone Corp. 


In January 1978, the US Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit ruled that 
the Clayton Act of 1914 allowed treble damage suits only by persons injured 
by price-fixing or other anti-competitive activities in their “business or prop- 
erty.” A Minneapolis consumer had brought a class action complaint against 
five hearing aid manufacturers alleging that they had conspired to fix prices. 
The trial court upheld the consumer’s right to sue for damages in the face of 
a challenge by the defendants. The Court of Appeals rejected the lower court 
ruling on the basis of an interpretation of the Clayton Act that “business or 
property” meant “business activity or property related to one’s business,” 
thereby excluding an antitrust suit by a retail purchaser. 


The Supreme Court, however, reviewed the language of the Clayton 
Act, noting that it says “any person” injured in his or her business” or prop- 
erty” by reason of “anything” prohibited by the antitrust laws is entitled to 
sue. 


The defendant businesses and the Court of Appeals had suggested that 
allowance of such consumer class action suits for antitrust damages would 
substantially add to the congestion of the Federal Court and potentially hurt 
small businesses. However, the Supreme Court rejected that argument and 
held that while the consumer “was deprived of only money, albeit a modest 
amount, [there] is no reason to conclude that she did not sustain a ‘property’ 
injury” which entitled her to exercise the right to sue for antitrust violation. 


This case is distinguishable from the Jllinois Brick decision (CONSUMER 
NEws: June 1). In that case, the Supreme Court ruled that only direct pur- 
chasers from alleged antitrust violators could sue for recovery of damages. 
This is despite the fact that consumers as indirect purchasers are often the 
parties actually injured by antitrust activity through a “pass on” of illegal 
charges by distributors or intermediate suppliers. In Reiter, the status of the 
consumer as an indirect purchaser was not at issue. ° 


CONSUMER NEws has been published the 1st and 15th of each month by the US Office of Consumer Affairs to report Federal 
Government programs for consumers. Use of funds for printing this publication through Sept. 30, 1979, approved by Office of 
Management and Budget. Authorization to reproduce any or all items is granted. Editorial address is CONSUMER NEws, US Office 
of Consumer Affairs, 621 Reporters Bldg., Washington, DC 20201; Midge Shubow, Director of Consumer Information (202) 755- 
8810; Marion Q. Ciaccio, Managing Editor (202) 755-8830. 
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